
November 29, 2020 
1st Sunday of Advent 

*standing as able 

Life at Grace Announcements 

Opening Voluntary “Creator of the Stars of Night” arr. Flor Peeters 

Lighting the Advent Candle John & Anita Priest 

* Call to Worship (responsive) 
Jesus is coming!  Let us lift up our prayers with thanksgiving. 
We will speak to the Friend who hears our words and silence. 
Jesus is coming!  Don't let go of all the reasons we have to rejoice. 
We will sing to the Savior who gives us hope. 
Jesus is coming soon!  Give your hearts to God. 
We will worship the King who makes his home with us. 
Let us worship God! 

  



* Hymn 82 "Come Thou Long Expected Jesus" HYFRYDOL 

  



Prayer of Confession and Silent Confession  

Merciful God, always with us, always coming: We confess that we do not know how to prepare 
for your Advent. We have forgotten how to hope in miracles; we have ignored the promise of 
your kingdom; we get distracted by all the busyness of this season. O Holy Child of Bethlehem, 
descend to us, we pray. Cast out our sin and enter in; be born in us today. Help us to wait to 
know your will. Help us to look out for the needs of others. Help us to work and watch for your 
coming, in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Assurance of Pardon  Isaiah 40:1-2 

“Comfort, O comfort my people,” says our God.  “Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that 
she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received from the Lord’s hand 
double for all her sins.”  Friends, believe the good news!  
By the grace and love of God in Jesus Christ our Lord, we are forgiven. 

*Response (Hymn 113 refrain) “Angels We Have Heard on High” GLORIA 

Gloria in excelsis Deo!  Gloria in excelsis Deo! 

* Passing the Peace of Christ (responsive) 

Jesus is the Prince of Peace.  We celebrate his coming by sharing the peace he brings.  The peace 
of Christ be with you! 
And also with you! 

Epistle Reading Romans 15:1-7 

We who are strong ought to put up with the failings of the weak, and not to please ourselves. 
Each of us must please our neighbor for the good purpose of building up the neighbor. For Christ 
did not please himself; but, as it is written, “The insults of those who insult you have fallen on me.” 
For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by steadfastness 
and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. May the God of steadfastness 
and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ 
Jesus, so that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. 



Hymn 121 “O Little Town of Bethlehem” ST. LOUIS 



Gospel Reading Luke 2:1-20 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. 
This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to 
their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to 
Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and 
family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was 
expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave 
birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because 
there was no place for them in the inn. In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, 
keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the 
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not 
be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this 
day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will 
find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the 
angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 

“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
    and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us 
go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to 
us.” So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When 
they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it 
were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and 
pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had 
heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

Message “Won’t You Be My Neighbor?” 

Praise “Make Room” CASTING CROWNS 

 Verse 1 
A family hiding from the storm found no place at the keeper's door 
It was for this a child was born to save a world so cold and hollow 

Verse 2 
A sleeping town they did not know that lying in a manger low 
A Savior king who had no home has come to heal our sorrows 

Chorus 1 
Is there room in your heart; Is there room in your heart; Is there room in your heart 

For God to write His story 

Verse 3 
Shepherds counting sheep at night do not fear the glory light 
You are precious in His sight God has come to raise the lowly 

Chorus 2 
You can come as you are. It may set you apart 

When you make room in your heart and trade your dreams for His glory 
Make room in your heart.  Make room in your heart 



Verse 4 
A mother holds the promise tight every wrong will be made right 

The road is straight the burden's light for in His hands He holds tomorrow 

* Affirmation of Faith (unison)  Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen 
and unseen.  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of 
the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 
Being with the Father; through him all things were made.  For us and for our salvation he came 
down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly 
human.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and 
is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 
dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 
Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the 
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Minute for Stewardship 

Pastoral Prayer & The Lord's Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

Time of Commitment 

Tithes & Offerings     “God With Us” by Leslie Jordan 

 Verse 1 
Oh You've come to bring peace to be Love to be nearer to us 
You've come to bring life to be Light to shine brighter in us 

Oh Emmanuel God with us 

Chorus 
Our Deliverer You are Savior in Your presence we find our strength 

Over ev'rything our Redemption 
God with us, You are God with us 

Verse 2 
Oh You've come to be Hope to this world for Your honor and name 

And You've come to take sin to bear shame and to conquer the grave 
Oh Emmanuel God with us 

Bridge 
You are here; You are holy; We are standing in Your glory (Lord) 

(REPEAT) 



*Doxology (Hymn 133 refrain) “O Come, All Ye Faithful” ADESTE FIDELES 

 O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him. 
 O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 

* Prayer of Dedication 

 * Hymn 105 "People Look East" BESANÇON  



* Benediction 

Closing Voluntary “Prelude in G” J. S. Bach  
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Grace Presbyterian Church is a welcoming community of faith, 
• Seeking unity as we follow Christ, 
• Loving and supporting each other, 
• Learning and growing together, and 
• Serving those in need in Plano and the world. 
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